
Using Google Book Search to Find, Search, and Read Books Online 
Google has digitized books in the public domain, out of copyright, or with publishers’ permission.  Many books 
are just previews, but full text books are also available. 

 
Go to the Google Book Search web site: www.books.google.com. 

Click on the Advanced Book Search link as shown above. 

 
For Search: choose Full view only 

For Content: choose Books 
Type in your search terms, as, shown above, john glover, a hero of the Revolutionary War. 

 
A list of book titles will appear, like A Memoir of General John Glover of Marblehead shown above. 

Click on the title link. 



 
The online book will appear.  Use the icons at the top to zoom out, zoom in, switch from one page to 

two page view, grab and drag a page, select a section of a page, and switch to full page view. 
From the menu at the right, you can choose to Download the book to burn to a CD or DVD 

or to View plain text, useful if the book’s font is archaic and hard to read.  An example is shown below… 

 
Use Google Books to read Shakespeare, Mark Twain, Winesburg, Ohio, The Red Badge of Courage, 

The Heart of Darkness, Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Animal Farm, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
The Scarlet Letter, and many others. 


